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WHERE: Your car

What you need to know: 

• �Different laws apply when you are stopped in
your car than if you are stopped on the street.

• �If you are stopped at a border checkpoint, officers
may search your car.

What to do:

You have the right to remain silent. Do not 
provide any information about your immigration 
status, where you were born, or how/when you 
came to the United States. Do not show any 
documents from your home country. Say out loud 
if you wish to remain silent or show the officer 
your Know Your Rights card.

Pull the car over and 
turn it off. Put on the 
overhead lights in the 
car. Put your hands on 
the steering wheel where 
the officer can see them. 

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

When asked, follow the 
officer’s instructions and 
provide your license, 
registration and proof of 
insurance. If you do not have a 
license or registration, do not 
provide false documents or lie. 

If the officer asks to search your car you can 
say “No, I do not consent to a search.” In some 
situations, the officer can search your car without 
your consent and without a warrant. You should 
still say that you do not consent to a search.




