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Reading a Warrant

How to read a warrant

	 • �Officers may only enter your home or workplace with 1) a VALID warrant, or 2) your permission or the 
permission of your employer. (Valid means that a warrant has authority and must be obeyed.)

	 • For a warrant to be valid, it must contain certain information.

	 • Below, please find samples of the different types of warrants and information they must contain to be valid.

	 • �Warrants may look different depending on your state or location. This means that information required to 
make a warrant valid may appear in different orders or look different from the samples below.

	 • �If officers do not have permission to enter and they do not have a warrant or a valid warrant, it is your right 
to ask them to leave!

Search warrant  

A valid search warrant: 

	 • �Must be signed by a judge, justice of the 
peace or magistrate.

	 • �Must state the address to be searched.
	 • �Must state in detail the area to be searched. 

In some cases, search warrants may be 
many pages long describing locations to be 
searched. 

	 • �Look for other information that might 
make the warrant invalid, such as being out 
of date.

	 • �If the officer does not have a valid warrant 
you can say, “This is not a valid warrant. 
You may not enter. Please leave.”

	 • �If the officer has a valid warrant, you must 
allow them to enter your home. When they 
enter say, “I do not consent to this search.”  
This should limit where they are allowed to 
search.

	 • �Observe where the officers search. Observe 
if they search in areas that the warrant does 
not list. Repeat that you do not consent to 
the search. If an officer takes any of your 
property, ask for a receipt. 
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Warrant of removal/deportation 
(immigration warrant) 

• �A warrant of removal or deportation (an
immigration warrant) DOES NOT give
an officer the right to enter your home. Say,
“You do not have the right to enter with
this warrant. Please leave.” 

Arrest warrant

A valid search warrant: 

• �Must be signed by a judge, justice of the
peace or magistrate.

• �Must state the name of the person to be
arrested.

• �Must describe the person to be arrested.
• �Look for other information that might

make the warrant invalid, such as being out
of date.

• �If the officer does not have a valid warrant,
you can say, “This is not a valid warrant.
You may not enter. Please leave.”

• �If the officer has a valid arrest warrant and
the person named in the warrant is there,
that person should go outside to meet the
officer. Close the door behind them. If the
person named in the warrant is not there,
tell the officer that the person is not there.
and do not open the door.




